UNITED IN PRAYER
A RESOURCE FOR FAMILIES, HOUSEHOLDS, & INDIVIDUALS

SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER
(YEAR A)

17 May 2020

GATHER
BE IN THE PRESENT MOMENT, REGONISING GOD IN OUR MIDST

SET UP A PRAYER SPACE
Gather what you can from around your house to
create a prayer space or focus for the time of
prayer, ideally including a candle
(representing the Paschal Candle at Easter).
As you light your candle; pray the following
words…
Nau mai haere mai e Hehu Karaiti ko koe
te rawhiti o te ao.
Welcome Jesus you are the light of the
world.
See our website for a full ‘Blessing of
Light’ Morning Prayer.

SING/LISTEN TO A HYMN
10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord) – Matt Redman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3K3roEF36k
Open the Eyes of my Heart – Paul Baloche
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WpfXYVdmis

OPENING PRAYER
Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt
devotion these days, which we keep in honour of the risen
Lord, and that we relive in remembrance.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever
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PROCLAIM

TIME TO READ THE SCRIPTURES
Here you will find references for this weekend’s readings.
While we cannot physically gather for Mass, the Word of God is what can nourish us.

THIS WEEKS READINGS
Open a Bible or vist universalis.com to find the readings.
FIRST READING: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
You can pray the Psalm by listening along to it sung here.
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:15-18
In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
I shall ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate
to be with you for ever,
that Spirit of truth
whom the world can never receive
since it neither sees nor knows him;
but you know him,
because he is with you, he is in you.
I will not leave you orphans;

I will come back to you.
In a short time the world will no longer see me;
but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.
On that day you will understand that I am in my Father
and you in me and I in you.
Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps
them will be one who loves me;
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’
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BREAK

REFLECT ON THE SCRIPTURES
This section of the prayer resource is designed to be adapted for people depending on who and how you are
gathering to pray. This week you can find reflections for children and for everyone.

1. FOR CHILDREN
2. FOR EVERYONE
1. FOR CHILDREN
Jesus is trying to prepare his disciples for what is
coming next – his death on the cross and his
rising again.

Activity suggestions
•

Give children heart shapes cut out of
paper or card (or ask them to cut out their
own heart shape). Ask the children to
write the name of someone they love on
one side, and of someone who loves
them on the other. Then under each
name ask them to write or draw what they
will do to show their love for these people
in the coming week.

•

Encourage children to write a prayer
thanking God for all the people in the
world that they love and who are
important to them, asking God to bless
them and watch over them. Ask the
children to think about people they
know and also all their brothers and
sisters around the world in this prayer.

•

Discuss as a family all that you have
heard and thought about today. If they
have written a prayer, ask them to say
this together at home during the week,
perhaps at bedtime. Ask them to do at
least one thing that shows their love for
others during the coming week.

Can you remember some of what he tells the
disciples?
He tells them that if they love him, they must
keep his commandments.
Can you remember the commandments that
Jesus has given us?
Jesus asked us to love God and to love one
another.
How do you show your love for others? How
do others show their love for you?
It is often easy to show our love for those people
who are close to us. We can be kind and
generous to our friends, we can listen to our
parents, carers and teachers. We can share with
our brother or sister.
And they show their love for us by comforting us
when we are upset, by looking after us and by
sharing their things with us too.
But we are all God’s children. God loves each
and every one of us because we are special.
And so we need to do our best to show our love
to all people, not just those who are close by.
How will you show your love for others, both
here and around the world in the coming
week?

Adapted from CAFOD UK’s Children’s Liturgy
Reflection
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BREAK
2. FOR EVERYONE
As our celebration of the Easter season is coming to an end, our prayer today reminds us that Jesus remains with us
though the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit who teaches us everything we need to know, reminds us of all that Jesus taught
and brings us peace.
Our thoughts turn to the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost and this is foreshadowed in both the First Reading and in the
Gospel. The Gospel in particular reminds us that the Christian life is not shaped by Jesus’ absence but by God’s
abiding presence. In this time when we continue to be unable to physically receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist, we
are reminded today that we are not alone and in particular, the Holy Spirit continues to be with us.
There is a theme also of preparation in today’s Gospel. Jesus is preparing the disciples in advance for his absence so
that they will continue to believe in him and not feel alone after his return to the Father.
At different times in our own lives we spend time preparing for things. During the past two months it has been difficult to
know how to prepare for whatever comes next. The Alert Systems put in place to eliminate Covid-19 have meant
constant change, even though the Government has done it’s best to help us prepare at each stage.
This week we have been preparing to transition into Level 2 as a country. This probably means you have also
personally been preparing in some way. Preparing to return to work, preparing to go back to school on Monday,
preparing to be able to open business in a new way, preparing to be able to return to parks and café’s in ways we
haven’t been able to or preparing to see loved one’s who have been outside your bubble or in a different part of the
country.
Take a moment to think about what it has been like preparing for these or anything other situations this week
as we prepared to transition into Level 2. Alternatively, you might like to consider past moments of preparation that
have been significant for you; maybe a holiday, a first day of school, a wedding, a new job. Consider too the ways you
have been unable to prepare recently.
How does it feel to think back on the ways you prepare for both small as well as more significant moments in
your life? Why is it important that we are usually able to prepare for these moments?
Despite the transition to Level 2, there still remain many unknowns moving forward. This means that it is still difficult to
feel we can prepare for what comes next. As a community of faith we also do not know when we will be able to gather
to pray together in larger groups.
In a fortnight we will celebrate the feast of Pentecost. We do not know if we will be able to celebrate together, or how
many of us will even be able to gather if we can. Despite this, we can still prepare our own hearts and join with those
closest to us to welcome the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
Think about how you (and your family) can prepare for this important feast day. Pentecost, when we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit, is an important day for the church – our birthday! It is also an important day for the Diocese of
Palmerston North as we are consecrated to the Holy Spirit. You might like to write down some ways you would like
to prepare for this feast day. Over the next few weeks, some ways we can unite together in prayer across the
Diocese of Palmerston North will be made available.
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SEND

SENT TO LIVE WHAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED

CLOSING PRAYER
God of love, you sent your only Son into the world to show us how to live.
Help us to love you and one another in our words and in all that we do.
Help us to call upon and recognise the peace that your Spirit brings.
Amen.

SING/LISTEN TO A HYMN
The Blessing
Sung by kids around the world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiWZXLsdE9w

OR
Sung by 65 churches and movements across the UK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

This resource has been developed during the Covid-19 pandemic to assist
families, households and individuals to pray together. We may not be able to
gather to pray together in large groups at the moment, but the Church is still
open. In our current circumstance, the domestic Church becomes our primary
way of being able to recognise Christ in our midst.
To stay up to date with resources, make sure you sign up to our weekly enewsletter at http://pndiocese.org.nz/newsletter and visit
https://pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united/
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