A LETTER TOYOUNG PEOPLE
FROM BISHOP PETER
1999

Part I
Good Reason to Wonder
Introduction
If you sometimes wonder about your life-what it all means-then this letter is to you, from
someone who believes in wondering.
The more I wonder at the exploding galaxies, red hot stars and ice cold planets, and billions
of years and billions of miles that make up "the universe", the more I wonder what my little
flicker of life could mean within it all. Yet, I belong within this massive universe, and in
some way I always did. Is it any wonder that I wonder?
Then I find that at the heait of it all is love-personal, intimate, gratuitous, extraordinary,
'reckless', love. What is unfolding is all guided by love. And the outcome promises to be
beyond our wildest imagining. I find it all pretty overwhelming.
So that's a little bit about me. Now, about you.
My reason for writing
Your life is not a chance moment in the long history of the universe. It is a "calling" and it
has a purpose. No other person could ever substitute for you. I hope you will be able to see
that, and wonder at it. Each of us needs to come alive to the miracle of our own life and our
place in the universe.
There is a contribution to the history of the world that can only come from you. When
people don't develop their full potential, it's because they never quite believe they are
special or that they can make any difference to what the world is like.
I believe otherwise; that is why I want to say why your life is a calling.
God doesn't impose on you. In fact, your best hopes for yourself and God's best hopes for
you are the same. When he chose you, He chose what you yourself most deeply want,
because that's part of who you are.
So when you are being true to your best self, you are being true to God. And being true to
God is how we become our true self.
Perhaps it's too soon to know exactly what you might be doing in 5 years from now. But
one thing is certain: your future will affect you more than it affects others. So what you do
with your life is not something you want to be talked into - or talked out of-by others.

