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CARITAS CONGAUDET VERITATI





  



A MERCIFUL PEOPLE


FOCUS: The Imprisoned, the Doubtful





3 July is traditionally the day that the Church celebrates the feast of St Thomas….What place has doubt in faith?





The fascinating element in his conversion was that his doubt was overcome when he intentionally placed his hand in the side of the Risen Lord and his fingers in the holes of the nails!





In the face of those who are in prison or imprisoned we hear so often doubts about their motivation, their commitment to reform, and their choices. But in the same way as those who stand alongside the victims, and therefore experience the pain (piercing the side, nailing of people's hands) inflicted by bad choices; so it is, so often, for those who are imprisoned!





It is only when we take the chance to visit and put our hands in the side and touch the wounds that we will learn the story of the child who lacked the choices, who was abused, and his needs led to bad choices.





As Merciful people we are called this month to confront our doubts and to go out and visit with the gift of peace!











We can sometimes be doubtful about corporal works of mercy also – what good do they do? Are the receipants of my merciful action truly greatful?  However, the true meaning of Mercy looks beyond those doubts and asks us to love anyway – to show mercy that is beyond human kindness.  





It is harder and harder in these regulated times to visit those in prison.  However there are many people who do and they need our support…..














Suggested July Focus:


Corporal Works:�Visit the Imprisoned


Spiritual Works: �Counsel the Doubtful





Time ticks on: come be a pilgrim!�


The Cathedral has been seeing a growing stream of pilgrims and pilgrimages being organised for the year of Jubilee. Individuals, classes, parishes, ethnic groups and youth groups have been finding their way to the Cathedral, entering the holy door and praying and meditating.





It has been and is fantastic, is it time for you and your parish, your class, your school, your community to come and focus on the call to welcome the stranger?





Contact the Cathedral on 06 357 2891 or visit www.pncathedral.org.nz





Links to Resources


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/mercy" �www.pndiocese.org.nz/mercy�


The Diocesan site with many resources for prayer and ideas for action, dates and how to make a pilgrimage. There is also a link to the Jesuit website with ideas on the Spiritual works of Mercy 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org.nz" �www.catholic.org.nz� [Click “Bishops’ Statements” on Home Page]


Links to all the NZ Bishops’ Statements including “Be Merciful”.








Newsletter/Bulletin Notices





Week ending July 03: the gospel this Sunday is so simple: we need nothing other than hearts of peace, no "belts and braces" when we visit those who are house bound/imprisoned/alone. The year of mercy, the gospel, our Lord sends us out, "in pairs" (just like the Seventh-day Adventists) to bring peace to the neighbour, to those in need!


Week ending July 10: our year of mercy gets no easier! Both the first reading and the gospel put before us the example of visitation/uplifting those in need/bringing wisdom to those who need counsel. And it is simply summarised: don't wait till you have all the answers rather: "you have to do it"/"go and do likewise". We are Christ's hands, we are the good Samaritans!


Week ending July 17: the readings the Sunday leave us not with a choice between one or another way of following the Lord, but the challenge to welcome, to feed, to pray and listen to the call of the Lord in the stranger the one in need. Christ is at the door listen, welcome, and serve.


Week ending July 24: we hear so often excuses for not caring for those who are imprisoned/indeed. The first reading tells us that 9/10 may exploit us but we proceed for the hope for the one! When we go we don't charge we offer "the egg"/"the fish": we identify the need of the person we are visiting and we respond in hope and love!


Week ending July 31: where will we find "true treasure". This month the readings have told us true treasure/true wealth will be found in the care of our brothers and sisters, and the offering of our time, our listening, our simple gifts of presence, peace, and "response to the needs of those we meet". The word of God has told us "go out and visit those in need of wisdom and the necessities of life with the simple gift of love and peace"








Major Events





There have been a number of confirmations and first communions this month, and it is now the fullness of winter cold! Could not our major event be warm soup, carried by the young people and families who have been strengthened by the Lord/a load of wood/some warm blankets to those in need/a visit to those who are house bound/a winter lecture series for those seeking wisdom/ask PARS and the prison chaplaincy how we can support?










 

