May 2016 – Merciful like the Father       
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CARITAS CONGAUDET VERITATI





  



A MERCIFUL PEOPLE


FOCUS: Be Merciful


Last month the NZ Catholic Bishops released a pastoral letter on Mercy “Be Merciful”.  In it they said “The call to be merciful like the Father takes us to the heart of the Gospel where every action of Jesus, the face of God’s mercy, models that call. 


At the same time, Pope Francis has written a wonderful letter to the Church on Love in the family, Amoris Laetitia, so let’s focus on the Spiritual Works of Mercy, be patient and bear with one another. How can we do this? Walk with Pope Francis : 


Francis takes us to the place where these are first brought together (1 Cor 13:4-7); and then opens up every phrase and relates it to mercy and marriage and family life.


I am going to suggest you go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va" �www.vatican.va� , download the document, scroll to #91 for ‘be patient’, and #111 for ‘bearing all things’


Francis says the foundation of love and family is to be found in being patient. When we are patient we will recognise “that other people also have a right to live in this world, just as they are.” We are to love him /her in that difference: in fact Francis goes further “love cherishes the name of others, even one’s enemies” and love “calls for (us to show) respect for the other’s freedom and the ability to wait until the other opens the door to his or her heart”.











Suggested May Focus:


Corporal Works:�Drink for the Thirsty


Spiritual Works: �Bear Wrongs Patiently





In “Be Merciful”…�


Pope Francis writes that mercy is “the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his (her) brothers and sisters on the path of life.” [Misericordiae Vultus 2]  Mercy is therefore a personal choice, freely opening the heart to let the stream of mercy flow, thereby changing the way we see other people.   It is not be an easy choice because it goes against the grain.  I have to forgo my “right” to be annoyed, to be angry, to want revenge!  Yet it is by letting go of these “rights” that we find true joyfulness in living.





Newsletter/Bulletin Notices





Week ending May 01 : Living Resurrected Mercy:


We are filled with a new Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who lives in our hearts as in a temple to enlighten us : The Holy Spirit is therefore in the midst of our community, to be shared with all peoples regardless of race, economics, or the dictates of the law! We are called to build a holy city, in which the Holy Spirit empowers all that we do!


Week ending May 08 :Living Resurrected Mercy:


The readings this week remind us of the consequences of living resurrected Mercy. We are freely, in response to the grace of God, walking the same way as our Lord and Master. It will have consequences, which we see today in the martyrdom of Stephen; but the Lord is our light, our morning star and with the writer of the gospel we can say “we have not seen but we believe” and we will  follow.


 Week ending May 15 : Living Resurrected Mercy:


We have lived seven weeks in faith and belief that our Lord is risen, alleluia. Today we celebrate that through the gift of His Holy Spirit, we, a people with a multitude of gifts, a people formed into a single body, are sent to bring life to this world! Alleluia! Alleluia


Week ending May 22: Living Resurrected Mercy:


The gift of the Holy Spirit is a sharing in the very love and life of God! We see the face of God in the gift of creation and the person of Jesus Christ. We know Jesus’ love of the Father, and experience the life which He freely shares with us in forgiveness and self-giving; we know that this love and life has a name: the Holy Spirit, and today we celebrate our living this life at the heart of God: the Trinity.


Week Ending May 29 : Living Resurrected Mercy:


We have celebrated the Lord's words and deeds, his life, death and resurrection. We are formed into one body by the gift of the Spirit, we live His love and life; and today we know that it is when we, the body of Christ, are taken, blessed, broken and given that there is a perfect worship of God, and life given to this world! Alleluia! Alleluia!





Links to Resources


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pn.catholic.org.nz/mercy" �www.pn.catholic.org.nz/mercy�


The Diocesan site with many resources for prayer and ideas for action, dates and how to make a pilgrimage. There is also a link to the Jesuit website with ideas on the Spiritual works of Mercy 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org.nz" �www.catholic.org.nz� [Click “Bishops’ Statements” on Home Page]


Links to all the NZ Bishops’ Statements including “Be Merciful”.








Major Events





 Pentecost – 15 May 2016 : O’Shea Shield at Sacred Heart, New Plymouth


 Trinity Sunday – 22 May 2016 : Marriage educators Conference : Auckland










 

